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Hayashi Rasan.
BY 8. HIROSE. (FIFTH YEAR CLASS.)

Hardly any passage in history has struck me move than the life of Hayashi Rasan. He was born in Kyoto
during the first period of Tokugawa Shogunate. He was naturaly sagacious, and constant study, morever, folle-
wed it. So his pvojec ting public spirit already appeared from his infancy, which afterward made Ieyasu so foud
of him, that the latter received him, as a scientist with all possible favour and patrouage.
Indeed it might be said, that all kinds of adjectives of such signification as intelligent; circumspect, excelent,
ingenious, ete, were involved in Rasan. ¢

Once a violent fire occured in Yedo and damaged most part of this cify.

This calamity i¥ known to uy, as the Meircki fire to this very day.

It being near Rasan’s dwelling, one of his disciples gave the alarm, when Rasin was just in the midst of
his attention in reading. )
Either by his age or yeal, it seems, he was wholl y ignorant of the informmtion; so he still was continuing
his wark as before, It would have Leen a spectacle well warth being present at, to sce this circumso
tance Rasan lewming on the table calmly, when the fire was coming almost over, . The wind beeam
violent, and the worst was he lieved to be approaching. Then the disciple came again, and repeated

the sone, 1o hastier tone than before, This pitiless contlagration, at leogth, invaded his copper-ware
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“house. in which, there were varions works completed by hig assiduons torl fne several years.

Tlive days after this event, he died at the age of seventy-five after serving great many public duties.

Look at this profonnd spirit in that aceasion of this fire. Tt easily can be seen, that there was nothing in
his mind but industry.

Then; look at the present condition of our state. You would find so many differences between the present
and the past. Now society is advancing i.nr. rapid strides in her civilization since the Restoration, day
after day and course of learning also in proportion. And, then, why we would seldom meet with such successful
student as Rasan ? This is needless to suspect. Doubtless, it is owing to the contentment of a little
sucecess or petty ambition.

Indeed, what matter it may be, the splendid success accompanys to the firm mind, —— untiring patience
and dogged persiverance. f

. hope, then, what reverse attacks you, do not fear at her assault, and break her off, because this is the

trial one should experience.
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